Serial No.: 09/851,074 

Amendment Dated January 1 1 , 2005 

Response to Office Action dated October 29, 2004 

Amendments to the Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A facsimile machine comprising: 

an input port for coupling adapted to bo coup l od to a telephone line; 

a controller coupled to said input port; 

a memory device coupled to said controller; 

a plurality of module ports, each of said plurality of module ports for coupling 
adapted to bo coup l od to one of a plurality of equipment modules such that more 
than one equipment module can be simultaneously coupled to said facsimile 
machine : and 

an input/output controller coupled between said controller and said plurality of 
module ports, 

wherein said facsimile machine control le r is adapted to roco i vo receives a data 
transfer via said telephone line, from a service center, said data transfer intended for 
one of said plurality of equipment modules coupled to said facsimile machinev ia-said 
t ele phon e l in e, said controller determines d e t e rm i ne said one of said plurality of 
equipment modules said data transfer is intended fo r based on information included 
in said data transfer and determines if said one of said plurality of equipment 
modules is available to receive said data transfer , and if said one of said plurality of 
equipment modules is available to receive said data transfer, said controller causes 
said input/output controller to route said data transfer to said one of said plurality of 
equipment modules. 

2. Cancelled. 

3. (Currently Amended) The facsimile machine according to claim 1_2, whereinjf 
said one of said plurality of equipment modules is not available to receive said data 
transfer, said controller i s furthor adapted to storo stores said data transfer in said 
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memory i f sa i d on e of sa i d p l ura li ty of e qu i pm e nt modu le s i s not avai l ab le to r e c e iv e 
sa i d data transf e r . 

4. (Currently Amended) The facsimile machine according to claim 1_2, wherein 
said controller determines if said one of said plurality of equipment modules is 
available based on time of day. 

5. (Currently Amended) The facsimile machine according to claim wherein 
said controller determines if said one of said plurality of equipment modules is 
available based on the date. 

6. (Currently Amended) The facsimile machine according to claim 1, wherein said 
facsimile machine control le r i s furth e r adapt e d to r e c e iv e receives data from said 
plurality of equipment modules and sen d said controller sends said data to a said 
service center via said telephone line. 

7. (Original) The facsimile machine according to claim 1, wherein said plurality of 
module ports includes a serial data port. 

8. (Original) The facsimile machine according to claim 1, wherein said plurality of 
module ports includes an infrared transceiver port. 

9. (Original) The facsimile machine according to claim 1, wherein said plurality of 
module ports includes a LAN port. 

10. (Original) The facsimile machine according to claim 9, wherein said LAN 
port is wireless. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A system for routing a data transfer comprising: 

a plurality of customer equipment modules; and 

a facsimile machine coupled to each of said plurality of customer equipment 
modules , said facsimile machine comprising: 

an input port for coupling adapt e d to b e coup le d to a telephone line; 
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a controller coupled to said input port; 

a memory device coupled to said controller; 

a plurality of module ports, each of said plurality of module ports for 
coupling said facsimile machine adaptod to bo coup l od to a respective one of said 
plurality of customer equipment modules such that more than one customer 
equipment module can be simultaneously coupled to said facsimile machine : and 

an input/output controller coupled between said controller and said 
plurality of module ports, 

wherein said facsimile machine b ei ng adaptod to roco i vo receives said data 
transfer from a service center via said telephone line, said data transfer being 
intended for one of said plurality of customer equipment modules coupled to said 
facsimile machine , said controller b e ing further adaptod to dotorm i no determines said 
one of said plurality of customer equipment modules said data transfer is intended for 
based on information included in the data transfer and determines if said one of said 
plurality of equipment modules is available to receive said data transfer , and if said 
one of said plurality of equipment modules is available to receive said data transfer, 
said controller causes said input/output controller to route said data transfer to said 
one of said plurality of customer equipment modules. 

12. Cancelled. 

13. (Currently Amended) The system according to claim 1 1 43, wherein if said one 
of said plurality of equipment modules is not available to receive said data transfer. 
said controller is further adaptod to otoro stores said data transfer in said memory-if 
said on e of sa i d p l ura li ty of e qu i pm e nt modu le s i s not avai l ab le to rec e iv e said data 
transf e r . 

14. (Currently Amended) The system according to claim 11 42, wherein said 
controller determines if said one of said plurality of equipment modules is available 
based on time of day. 
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15. (Currently Amended) The system according to claim 11 42, wherein said 
controller determines if said one of said plurality of equipment modules is available 
based the date. 

16. (Currently Amended) The system according to claim 11, wherein said facsimile 
machine contro ll er i s furthor adapted to roco i vo receives data from said plurality of 
equipment modules and sen d said controller sends said data to said a service center 
via said telephone line. 

17. (Currently Amended) The system according to claim 16, wherein said data 
received from said plurality of equipment modules includes diagnostic information. 

18. (Original) The system according to claim 11, wherein said plurality of module 
ports includes a serial data port. 

19. (Original) The system according to claim 11, wherein said plurality of module 
ports includes an infrared transceiver port. 

20. (Original) The system according to claim 11, wherein said plurality of module 
ports includes a LAN port. 

21. (Original) The system according to claim 20, wherein said LAN port is wireless. 

22. (Original) The system according to claim 11, wherein said plurality of customer 
equipment modules includes a postage scale. 

23. (Original) The system according to claim 22, wherein said data transfer includes 
a rate update. 

24. (Original) The system according to claim 11, wherein said plurality of customer 
equipment modules includes a postage meter. 

25. (Original) The system according to claim 24, wherein said data transfer includes 
funds for said postage meter. 
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26. (Original) The system according to claim 11, wherein said plurality of customer 
equipment modules includes a mailing machine. 

27. (Original) The system according to claim 1 1 , wherein said plurality of customer 
equipment modules includes a personal computer. 

28. (Currently Amended) A method for routing a data transfer comprising the steps 
of: 

receiving said data transfer at a facsimile machine, said facsimile machine 
having a plurality of customer equipment modules simultaneously coupled thereto, 
said data transfer being intended for one of said plurality of customer equipment 
modules; 

determining said one of said plurality of customer equipment modules for 
which said data transfer is intended based on information included in said data 
transfer ; 

determining if said one of said plurality of customer equipment modules is 
available to receive said data transfer; and 

if said one of said plurality of customer equipment modules is available to 
receive said data transfer, routing said data transfer to said one of said plurality of 
customer equipment modules. 

29. (Original) The method according to claim 28, wherein if said one of said plurality 
of customer equipment modules is not available to receive said data transfer, said 
method further comprises: 

storing said data transfer in a memory. 

30. (Original) The method according to claim 28, wherein said step of determining 
said one of said plurality of customer equipment modules further comprises: 
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reading a header associated with said data transfer, said header specifying 
said one of said plurality of customer equipment modules for which said data transfer 
is intended. 

31. (Original) The method according to claim 28, wherein said step of determining if 
said one of said plurality of customer equipment modules is available to receive said 
data transfer further comprises: 

monitoring operation status of said one of said plurality of customer equipment 
modules. 

32. (Original) The method according to claim 28, wherein said step of determining if 
said one of said plurality of customer equipment modules is available to receive said 
data transfer further comprises: 

determining a time of day; and 

comparing said determined time of day to a predetermined time of day when 
said one of said plurality of customer equipment modules will accept a data transfer. 

33. (Original) The method according to claim 28, wherein said step of determining if 
said one of said plurality of customer equipment modules is available to receive said 
data transfer further comprises: 

determining the date; and 

comparing said determined date to predetermined dates when said one of said 
plurality of customer equipment modules will accept a data transfer 

34. (Original) The method according to claim 28, wherein said data transfer is from 
a service center and received by said facsimile machine via a telephone line. 

35. (Original) The method according to claim 34, wherein said service center sends 
said data transfer in response to a request from said one of said plurality of customer 
equipment modules. 
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36. (Original) The method according to claim 28, wherein said plurality of customer 
equipment modules includes a postage scale. 

37. (Original) The method according to claim 28, wherein said plurality of customer 
equipment modules includes a postage meter. 

38. (Original) The method according to claim 28, wherein said plurality of customer 
equipment modules includes a mailing machine. 

39. (Original) The method according to claim 28, wherein said plurality of customer 
equipment modules includes a personal computer. 
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